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THE RAMESSEUM
TEMPLE AND PERIPHERY

I. TEMPLE PERIPHERY. EXCAVATIONS (see fig. 1)

APS SECTOR (SOUTH PROCESSIONAL ALLEY)
Team : Gwenaélle Rumelhard, Julian Sanchez, Wessam Saad Morsi, Fatma Zaara Amer Sayed Saleh, with the collaboration
of Jocelyne Hottier.

The clearing of the ancient structures still buried is still the priority of the APS sector, in order
to identify in particular, what type of sphinx lined this alley. The objective of the 2024 mission, which
will continue during the next mission, is the clearing of the southwest corner of the “cavalier de
déblais” in order to find the angle of the southern and western enclosure walls, but also the articulation
between the southern and western processional alleys (APS-APO). This articulation is almost not
visible between the northern processional alley (APN) and the western processional alley (APO), but
we know that the northern processional alley went as far as the western enclosure wall. The corner
of the southwest “cavalier de déblais™ has a total height of 3.10 m. The width is different in APS and
APO because a survey had been carried out in 2012, adjoining the southwest corner, in order to find
the paving of the southern processional alley.

At the beginning of this campaign, the width was 12.80 m in APO and 4.90 m in APS. The
clearance area in width has expanded, layer by layer. As of December 31, 2014, 2.20 m of height of
spoil has been cleared and there is still a height of + 0.70 m of spoil to be excavated.

Among the archaeological material extracted from the spoil, it is worth mentioning: jar
stoppers, some of which are still stamped with the coronation name of king Ramesses II and the
name of the Ramesseum, a handle stamped with the name of Ramesses 11, and numerous jar labels, of
which only 14 have been recorded, a fragmentary limestone tablet (2024.APS.026) which is a writing
exercise from the temple school. On one side we see the upper part of the head of a ba-bird (G29), its
eye and its beak. It follows another very partial hieroglyph, perhaps F39 or F40. On the other side, only
a curved line is visible. In the trunk of a female mummy, a mummiform statuette (2024.APS.018) was
also found in kneaded raw earth, covered with a thin layer of bandage (now very partial), on which
resin has flowed. It is probably a pseudo-mummy of Osiris. Placing it in the body is an unusual and
late funerary practice. The elongated form and the statuette were probably part of a set desired by the
embalmer. Let us also add to this collection numerous fragments of cartonnages, fragments of wood
coffin and funerary furniture, fishnet beads, ushabtis in frit, raw earth and terracotta, a certain number
of which are complete but all without epigraphs.

APO SECTOR (WEST PROCESSIONAL ALLEY)

Team : Hélene Guichard, Victoria Asensi-Amoros, Anne-Hélene Perrot.

This season’s priority, as in 2023, was to clear the entire courtyard of the Middle Kingdom
tomb APO.CN21, which had been excavated indoors since 2009. We wanted to be able to carry out
this excavation in stratigraphic connection with the entrance to the corridor, whose levels were still in
place over a height of around 150 cm and a surface area of 6 m2. Last year, the dismantling of a Third
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Fig. 1 — Topographical plan of the Ramesseum. (J.-Fr. Carlotti, M. Chalmel, A. Lecointe, G. Roesch).



Intermediate Period chapel wall on the surface and the excavation of around a third of the estimated
volume of the courtyard had enabled us to discover a group of children’s graves buried - in various
receptacles - in the thickness of an enormous pile of limestone fragments. This had been dumped in
the courtyard, which was still open and accessible at the time, when an adjoining tomb was dug in
Dynasty XVIII (J** IV A/B-B’). The removal of this accumulation of rocky debris, which concealed
around fifteen burials that were very limited in time, enabled us this year to resume work in the
courtyard at a sedimentation level corresponding to the beginning of the X VIII"™ Dynasty or the end
of the Second Intermediate Period.

From the very first layers of the courtyard, at a depth of around 3 metres from the current
ground surface of the western processional alley, the compact white mud that we had found in the
tomb right up to the vault appeared. It corresponded to the second flood that had invaded this tomb:
the first dated back to the first half of the XII* Dynasty and the second could be dated, inside the tomb,
between the XIII"™ and the beginning of the XVIII"™ Dynasty, without any further precision being
possible at this stage. Thanks to stratigraphy, it is now possible to say that it took place between the
end of the XVII™ and the beginning of the XVIII"™ Dynasty. We can therefore undoubtedly associate
it with the serious climatic disruption at the start of the New Kingdom, known from the Storm Stela
and dating back to the reign of Ahmose.

At the same time, the original entrance to the Middle Kingdom tomb was uncovered, giving
access, for the first time since we began this excavation, to the corridor and the archaeological layers
left in place over a length of around 3 metres. In the upper part of this sector, untouched by the
underlying mud, looted and dismembered mummies (studied by A. Macke) were discovered, along
with ceramics. These are burials from the XVIII'" Dynasty (around the reign of Thutmosis III), which
were looted in situ at the TIP, as evidenced by the presence of numerous fragments of Ramesside
sphinx sandstone.

Beneath this set, which was laid directly on top of the tomb, a compact white stratigraphic
layer corresponding to the second flooding of the tomb and courtyard appeared. This was contained
by a low wall set back 2 metres from the doorway, forming a sort of small chamber measuring around
2.02 m. This space yielded numerous bones (studied by A. Macke) and ceramic vessels dating from
the XVII™ Dynasty (currently being studied by A.-H. Perrot). Like the mummies from the XVIII*®
Dynasty in the upper layer, but even before the flood, the place had been severely looted. But while
the bodies were severely damaged by the looting and subsequent flooding, several specimens of intact
pottery were unearthed, particularly in the deepest stratigraphic layer. Two curious objects were also
discovered: a kind of box in the form of a plank hollowed out along its entire length and unsealed
on one half, closed by a lid fitted with a knob, and a long wooden pole (1,75 m) thinned at the top
and decorated with coloured stripes (red, blue/green and yellow) surrounded by black and white.
Although the box contained nothing but the mud from the flood, fragments of animal skin, dyed red
and yellow, were discovered in the immediate vicinity, suggesting that these accessories may have
belonged to a dais or tent, used on the day of the funeral at the entrance to the tomb and placed inside
before it was closed, with the animal skin rolled up and stored inside its wooden case.

In the courtyard, stuck in the mud from the second flood and completely covered by it, spread
over a thickness of around 50 centimetres along the north and south rock faces, lay a large quantity of
pottery, disturbed, overturned, filled with the same white mud, often broken in place but sometimes
intact (under study by A.-H. Perrot). Their typology shows that this was a deposit of funerary
offerings dating back to the X VII"" Dynasty and undoubtedly linked to burials from this period at the
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entrance to the APO.CN21 corridor. Their presence therefore indicates a funerary cult carried out in
the courtyard, either exclusively on the day of the funeral, or repeatedly over time.

It should be noted that several successive low walls were discovered at the entrance to the
tomb: the first was a rough block dating back to the TIP: present in the upper part of the opening, it
was built in a ramshackle manner with recycled bricks, in particular vault bricks from the Ramesseum.
It was dismantled during the excavation to gain access to the underlying layers. It was built on the
remains of a block dating from the XVIII"" Dynasty: preserved from one wall of the tomb to the other
on two courses of bricks, it originally closed the opening completely, as traces of the corresponding
brown mouna are still visible over the entire height of the corridor, on the north and south walls.

The latter was also dismantled during the excavation, revealing the original Middle Kingdom
wall: from the outset, this had only been raised on the northern third of the tomb entrance, thus
leaving sufficient space for the installation, on the south side, of a staircase (one would think) cut into
the rock, the first step of which was uncovered this season. The first step was uncovered this season. It
is at the level of the initial rocky floor of the tomb, uncovered over a length of 2 metres at the entrance
to the corridor, below a few centimetres corresponding to the muddy layer of the first flood, such as
we found along the entire excavated length of the corridor, in the chamber and in the vault. It was on
this layer that the XVII'"* Dynasty burials rested.

The excavation of APO.CN21 is not yet completely finished: the imbrication of coffins, laid
on the first flood and covered by the second, remains to be explored. The remains of these coffins still
lie between the small Middle Kingdom structure that served as a ceramic storage area in the middle of
the corridor, on the west side, and the blockage wall dating from the XVII" Dynasty, on the east side.
Similarly, the original floor of the courtyard has not yet been reached and around 1 metre of sediment
still needs to be excavated in order to uncover it and, presumably, the steps of the staircase that led to
the tomb.

II. ECONOMIC-ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX OF THE TEMPLE. EXCAVATIONS

STG SECTOR (NORTHEAST)

Team : Tommaso Quirino, Anna Consonni, Martina Terzoli, Paolo Marini.

The campaign was devoted to the excavation of a Third Intermediate Period tomb located
in Room 14 of the STG sector (STG.SA14.To2) and to the excavation of the entrance of a Middle
Kingdom tomb (STG.CNO04.Tol). The first tomb, already identified in 2023, is located at the wall
separating STG.SA14 from STG.CR and is a shaft tomb; the second was identified this year at the
corridor of the STG sector (STG.CD) and is a corridor tomb.

The excavation of the large courtyard located in the western part of the sector STG,named STG.
CR, which underwent considerable reorganisation after the Ramesside period, was also continued.
The investigation made it possible to identify the foundation walls of the structures belonging to the
temple annexes and to better understand the subsequent reuse of the area during the Third Intermediate
Period. In addition, the entrances of two new shaft tombs dating to the Third Intermediate Period,
never documented before, were identified.



STG.SA14.To2

Tomb STG.SA14.Tol is a rectangular funerary shaft, with an opening of about 110x150 cm
obtained from the spoliation of the wall separating STG.SA14 from STG.CR. The chamber, cut
towards the south-east to a depth of about 3,20 m, is very small — 1,50 x 2,40 m for a maximum height
of about 1,40 m — and has an irregular rectangular shape.

The shaft shows a fairly heterogeneous fill in the upper part, where fragments of Ramesside
pottery, fragments of a wooden coffin and some sandstone blocks are found, including one with
painted decoration. At a depth of approximately 2,00 m, a level of brick fragments, probably pertaining
to the south and east sides of the shaft, completely collapsed, was found, under which the finds
belong entirely to the Third Intermediate Period. At the bottom of the shaft, a mummification deposit
consisting of at least four large jars, two intact and two fragmented, and a sausage jar came to light.
The recomposition of the fragments led to the recognition of other jars whose fragments also entered
the chamber.

Traces of a set of three coffins placed one inside the other and the funerary equipment of the
deceased composed of the set of four limestone canopic jars and two faience ushabti boxes came
to light in the chamber. The canopic jars were inscribed with the name of the deceased, a woman:
Djedmaatiuesankh. No traces of the skeleton were found inside the coffin, apart from a group of
unconnected bones above the filling of the chamber. The few bones collected, however, belong to a
single female individual.

The general impression at the end of the excavation is that the tomb was violated in antiquity
but that the thieves only concentrated on the coffin and any amulets or ornaments on the deceased.
In fact, most of the other grave goods remained in place and the burial has never been identified or
excavated before.

STG.CN04.Tol

In correspondence with the corridor of the STG sector and a structure probably pertaining to a
funerary chapel of the Third Intermediate Period (STG.CNO03), an artificial cut in the bedrock located
just below the surface levels of the area was recognised. The excavation of the fill of this cut led to
the identification of the entrance to a Middle Kingdom corridor tomb whose floor is approximately
3,20 m deep. The entrance, cut into a slightly sloping fagade, has dimensions of 1,80 m high by 1,70
m wide. It was not possible to measure the length of the corridor due to the filling that almost reached
the ceiling, but one can assume a measurement of at least 10 metres.

During this season, only a small portion of the courtyard in front of the entrance was excavated,
as it was necessary to secure the area and the Ramesside walls on the surface. In the small portion
investigated, however, it was possible to unearth a group of vases dated to the end of the Middle
Kingdom related to ceremonial offerings to the dead. The level with the vases was then sealed by an
closing wall of the tomb, preserved only for a small portion, most likely built at a later time, perhaps
Ramesside, to close the burial at the time of the construction of the temple.

STG.CD

The excavation finally concentrated on the westernmost part of the courtyard of the STG sector
(STG.CR). Here it was possible to reveal that the area was heavily reorganised after the Ramesside



period, as even the big wall that divided the STG and STH sectors was largely dismantled to create
openings and to reuse the bricks for new constructions. In particular, the foundation walls of two
large rooms that flanked the entrance to the Ramesside annexe, open to the southwest, were brought
to light. These walls were completely dismantled in order to leave space for at least three funerary
chapels belonging to the Third Intermediate Period, which are also in a poor state of preservation.
Within the few remains of one of these chapels, the entrance to a funerary shaft, previously unknown
and still to be excavated, was also found.

In the whole area it was possible to recognise a single layer of very fine grey sand: this was
clearly the backfill of excavations carried out in the past, as also testified by some modern items
found within it. In fact, its removal revealed, together with some portions of mud-brick walls, a strip
approximately one metre wide and located along the east wall of the Ramesside room and the funerary
chapel of the Third Intermediate Period, which was spared by the 20™ century excavations and still
shows the original stratigraphy. This strip has not yet been excavated but has been documented in
section.

The layer removed so far, in secondary deposition, nevertheless contained several objects
coming from this area or from the nearby STH sector, which testify to what its use must have been. In
fact, numerous amphora stoppers of different types, also with stamps, and numerous ostraka inscribed
on amphora fragments have been catalogued. Among these is one that mentions olive oil from the
58th year of Ramesses II’s reign.

STI SECTOR (NORTHWEST)
Team : Christian Leblanc, Sameh Mohamed Zaki, with the participation of Asma Ahmed Ali and Amani Abdel Hamid
Amer.

The excavation that we undertook in 2023-2024 at the Ramesseum focused on a room adjoining
the Treasury-Annex on the east side. According to the new nomenclature of the temple, this is room
STI.SA06. It was filled with rubble that seemed to have been compartmentalized, because we were
able to see that it had been separated between six walls roughly constructed at fairly regular intervals
with unjointed bricks. This arrangement, which is undoubtedly modern, does not give us the origin of
this rubble, but we do know that most of the rubble located in the northern part came from the clearing
of the tomb of Sehetepibré, the start of the descent of which crosses the back of room STI.SA06.

Towards the north and 20.80 m from the entrance to room SA06, there is a dividing wall, 0.86
m thick, which cuts the room in two. Built with jointed bricks of ramesside module, it is covered with
a white coating on its south face, the same as that found on the east and west walls of the room on
which it rests. In the axis, there is a door, 1.60 m wide, which opens towards the north as indicated by
the two recesses reserved for the jambs which have now disappeared. The lengths of the two uprights
are approximately the same (1.07 m to the east and 1.06 m to the west), as are their heights (0.81 m
to the east and 0.95 m to the west). The threshold of the door, 0.65 m wide and 0.15 m high, is made
of large bricks also of Ramesside module, some of which have been torn off.

Beyond this wall, the ground presents a disturbed area where one can observe the reddish
traces of a large hearth spreading over an area of 2.50 m x 1.80 m. It is at this location that two burnt
ushabtis were found with several remains of scattered cartonnages, fragments of a painted wooden
coffin representing a succession of white mummiform figurines, scattered human bones and a small
mummiform ushabti in blue-turquoise frit which bore the name of Panakhtiset.
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Continuing northwards, and following this hearth, probably associated with one or more
pillages, we find a beautiful surface of Ramesside floor (40 cm x 40 cm slabs) preserved over a length
of 3.63 m and covering the entire width of the room. Just after, a new disturbance appears in the form
of a large notch in the ground where, at a depth of 1.00 m (in relation to the Ramesside floor), the
digging of a shaft (STI.SA06.To03) with a square section (0.80 m x 0.80 m) had been started and
then abandoned. It was at this level and in this space where a dakka floor from before the Ramesside
period still remained that a child’s mummy was discovered, simply lying on its back and without
any funerary furniture. Against this start of a well, towards the east, there is a 0.95 m long outgrowth
which, however, revealed nothing, apart from traces on the surface of a small hearth of which only
black ashes remained. On the other hand, in the Ramesside wall, on the west side, a hole associated
with discarded bones and fragments of cartonnages, could suggest the presence of a wall burial from
the Third Intermediate Period. The more exhaustive excavation at this location, however, made it
possible to identify, under this wall, the existence of a funerary shaft (STI.SA06.To04) well before its
construction (see below).

In the last section of room SA06 which was excavated towards the north, we again found a
large area of the Ramesside paved floor before reaching the descent of the tomb of Sehetepibré which
crosses this room from east to west over a width of 2.20 m and cuts its west wall.

The burial shaft (STI.SA06.To04) has an opening of 2.00 m x 1.05 m and is 4.00 m deep.
It is cut into the limestone conglomerate of the foothills of the Theban Mountain and provides
access to two funerary chambers: one facing west, the other facing east. In the rubble that was
extracted from the shaft, the following were collected: fragments of very thick painted plaster
in raw earth (most likely from the Middle Kingdom), terracotta ushabtis with blue wash,
an ear and a hand from a child’s anthropomorphic coffin, fragmentary vases mostly of the beer-bottle

type.

The western funerary chamber: its door is very neat. 1.05 m high and 0.60 m wide, it has two
jambs (thickness right 12 cm and left 9 cm) cut into the mountain limestone and a sandstone lintel
(Iength 0.80 m x thickness 0.14 m) added and embedded in the rock. Above the lintel is a sort of
pediment of the same length and 0.40 m high, carefully cut and covered like it with a painted coating
(traces of red, white and yellow).2.30 m deep, 3.00 m wide and 1.20 m high, this cellar was completely
filled with rubble. At the entrance, we found: shards of pottery from the New Kingdom with plant
decoration, predominantly blue and red, then inside: mummiform ushabtis from the Third Intermediate
Period, all with the name of «the justified Osiris Ankh.ef-en-Amun», numerous fragments of wood,
some of which come from rather late decorated coffins (with a white background), two hands and a
beard tip in wood from an anthropomorphic coffin, two thin cups dating from the New Kingdom and
a standing wooden statuette of Osiris with a receptacle on the back, the lid of which has disappeared.
Numerous pieces of very thick stucco (+ 2.5 cm) must have belonged to another coffin, this one with
a yellow background and predominantly blue. What appeared most strange in this context was the
quantity of weakened and as if crushed human bones that occupied this burial chamber, probably due
to stagnation of water for quite a long time. It was also in this space that a large fragment of a statue
of the goddess Sekhmet in pink granite was discovered, of which only the solar disk decorated with a
uraeus remained.

The eastern burial chamber : it has a door very irregularly cut into the rock (max. height
1.00 m x max. width 0.98 m), which gives the impression that it was added at a later date than
the digging of the western funerary chamber. It was also much less filled with rubble. Dimensions:
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depth 2.70 m x width 2.40 m x height 1.40 m. In its filling, 4 skulls and some other human bones were
collected, drowned in alluvium, probably due to a flood of the place that occurred at an earlier date.

At 4.15 m from its entrance, we first noticed, against the west wall of this room and at the
level of the Ramesside floor which, at this location had been torn out, the opening of a funerary shaft
(STL.SA06.To05) of almost square section (1.00 m x 0.90 m) plated with three to five courses of raw
bricks on three of its sides (north, south and east) up to the natural conglomerate. 1.25 m deep, it gives
access to a burial room (length 2.40 m x width 1.50 m x height 1.00 m) oriented towards the south
in which were collected two mummiform ushabtis in blue glazed frit with the name of «The Osiris
Tchu(y)mes, justified», doubtless owner of this tomb. Several other similar figurines with the same
name had already been found scattered in room SA06.

Finally, during this mission, it should be noted that the restorers intervened in room SA06, in
particular to consolidate with flashings all the ancient coatings preserved on the east and west walls.

III. STUDY WORKS

ANTHROPOLOGICAL STUDY OF HUMAN REMAINS

Team : André Macke, Michele Lhomme with the participation of Elisa Pruvost (stagiaire).

The anthropological material processed during this mission focused on :

— the human remains found in tomb STG Sal4.To2A1. The bones remain an enigma given their small
number for a single individual, namely a middle-aged woman in a tomb that does not seem to have
been desecrated... Not elucidated ;

—the human remains from tombs STI-SA06To01, STI-SA06To02 and STI-SA06To03 (child mummy:
the body is completely wrapped in 4 layers of fabric. The first 2 layers are placed longitudinally along
the body held by several transverse strips in the middle of the body then again 2 pieces of fabric, the
whole being held by a piece of fabric tied at each end).

In the first two tombs, the bones collected seemed to have been stored inside the vaults, probably at
a modern date. The count from the skulls in tomb STI-SA06To01, is 36 adult skulls and 12 children ;

— the children’s coffins and their contents from sector APO.CN21. Necropolis dating from the New
Kingdom (18™ dynasty) discovered in 2023. The anthropological study focused on 15 children’s
coffins and 5 skeletons (swaddling technique; anthropology of each child skeleton and their pathology.
The study was carried out on : 9 wooden coffins, i.e. 5 monoxyle coffins, 1 chest, 3 rectangular coffins,
3 woven baskets, 2 mats, 1 broken jar placed on the body, 1 feetus in a shroud, 1 child in a shroud, 2
female skeletons in shrouds, an amalgam of bones in shroud residues corresponding to 3 individuals.

STUDY OF DECORATED FRAGMENTS FROM THE SANCTUARY AREA
Responsible : Guy Lecuyot.

The development work at ZSC provided an opportunity to examine fragments of decorated
stone that had been found during excavations of the foundation trenches of the sanctuary area and
the thirteen tombs that had been located in this area. They had been stored in one of the rooms at the
entrance to the central group of STA SA.01 stores. Once sorted and grouped according to several
themes, a selection was made.
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In fact, few remains have been unearthed in the area studied if we consider its size. They
illustrate the upheavals undergone by the monument over time and mainly the recovery of materials
(sandstone rubble from the superstructures and limestone blocks from the foundations), but also the
looting, the excavations of our predecessors Lepsius, Quibell, Holscher and the cleaning of the ruins
by Baraize at the beginning of the century. These are therefore only very modest elements that can
testify to the decorations of this part of the temple. There are both relief and hollow decorations, their
size can vary depending on their destination. The distinction between exterior and interior decoration
is no longer really relevant here since the majority of the reliefs preserved in situ are hollow, both
on the interior and exterior walls of the temple. However, it is possible that the relief elements were
placed in the intimate parts of the sanctuary.

The classification brought together fragments of ceiling, lintels and friezes, columns and a
pillar from one of the pillars of the sanctuary, door jambs, decoration, cartouches, inscriptions, but also
offering tables in sandstone and limestone, an inscribed base, two statues (two legs of a sphinx and a
head of a small ram) and several steles. Some of them had already been drawn and photographed and
the necessary additions were adjusted. These fragments are often very modest and the most important
ones appear in the reports published in Memnonia XI and XIV. The present study should result in
a small catalogue comprising 90 notices which will complement those published on the area of the
sanctuary.

STUDY OF FRAGMENTS OF CARTONNAGES AND COFFINS FROM THE STI SECTOR

Team : France Jamen, Sara Aly, with the participation of Ikram Fawzy Timothaos and Amani Abdel Hamid Amer.

The mission consisted of the study, documentation and recording of fragments of coffins and
cartons unearthed in 2021, 2022 and 2023 in the STI sector, mainly in the tomb of Pashedkhonsu
(STI.SA06.To01) and in the adjoining anonymous tomb (STI.SA06.To02) located in room SA06. A
large volume of fragments could be processed, as ten cartons and six trays filled with these fragments
were studied and documented.

During the 2023 excavation campaign, numerous fragments of yellow coffins from the XXI*
or early XXII™ Dynasty (made of wood or mouna), several fragments of white-ground cartonnages
probably dating from the 22" Dynasty and two fragments of a coffin from the XXV"-XXVI" Dynasty
were unearthed in the shaft or in the vaults of tombs ToO1 (Pashedkhonsu) and To02 (anonymous)
discovered in room SA06 of the STI sector. Thus, these tombs were probably opened several times
during the Third Intermediate Period, to introduce successive burials. In addition, some fragments of
older or more recent coffins, the dating of which will be specified, were unearthed in these tombs.
Consequently, it would seem that these tombs were used for a long period.

In particular, the name of (Pa)shedkhonsu is attested at least twice on fragments of yellow
coffin(s) that were unearthed in the western burial chamber of Pashekhonsu’s tomb (2023.STI.179
and 2023.STI.183). In the absence of the discovery of other anthroponyms more frequently cited on
this coffin, it must probably have been the name of the owner of this coffin. This anthroponym is very
close to that of Pashedkhonsu, attested by numerous ushabtis in blue frit discovered in this tomb.
Therefore, in addition to the ushabtis, we may have discovered fragments of the coffin that belonged
to the owner of this tomb, unless it is a namesake. If it is indeed the same person, then he must have
been buried during the XXI* or early XXII™ Dynasty, at the latest under Osorkon I, after which date
no yellow coffin was made, at least as far as we know.
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In the tomb of Pashedkhonsu, a yellow coffin made of mouna with a visible decorated chest,
belonging to a woman, was also found (2023.STI.180). This coffin dates from the second part of
the XXI* or the beginning of the XXII™ dynasty due to the presence of several relief (stuccoed)
motifs, according to A. Niwifiski’s typology. This anonymous female coffin, according to our current
knowledge, could perhaps correspond to that of Pashedkhonsu’s wife. It should also be noted that two
painted wooden feathers probably belonging to statues of Ptah-Sokar-Osiris were also discovered in
the western funeray chamber of Pashedkhonsu’s tomb.

Furthermore, a fragment of a yellow wooden coffin dating from the XXI* or early XXII™
Dynasty unearthed in tomb n° 2 of room SAQ06 bears the title of «divine father of Amun-Re, king
of the gods» (2023.STI.174). Therefore, in the absence of knowing the name of the owner(s) of this
tomb, we know that one (of its) occupant(s) held a position in the clergy of Amun-Re. Generally
speaking, according to the information provided by the spare parts of the yellow coffins unearthed
(five closed hands), at least four men were buried in these tombs during the XXI* or early XXII™
Dynasty.

In 2023, fragments of at least seven different cartonnages according to style, including five
different wigs, were unearthed in room SAQ06. In particular, a cartonnage with the representation of
the goddess Nephthys, partly bitumenized, a common practice during the XXII dynasty, is attested by
about ten fragments, four of which have been assembled. It immortalizes the names of [...]Juy-(sa)-
dua-mout (?) who could be the anthroponym and a family link of the deceased.

Ultimately, in order to complete the results obtained, the study and recording of the fragments
of coffins and cartonnages discovered in 2023 and 2024 in the STI sector could be continued during
the next excavation campaign.

STUDY OF GRAFFITI AND HAMMERING FROM THE ROMANO-BYZANTINE PERIOD
Responsible : Emmanuel Serdiuk.

The objectives of this mission were to refine the observations within the stone temple. A
verification was carried out of all the graffiti previously collected (mission 2023), in particular by
drawing and measuring a certain number of graffiti that had previously remained difficult to interpret.
A new photographic coverage was able to be made.

The different sectors of the stone temple were therefore able to be investigated, giving in
particular the opportunity to discover new graffiti (around thirty), in particular on the west face of the
north and south moles of the first pylon, as well as at the bases of the columns of the hypostyle hall.

The inventory now includes 614 graffiti and includes, let us recall, a very large number of
crosses presenting different styles, stars, rosettes, names in Coptic, references to the name of Christ,
figures in prayer, figures in combat or hunting attitudes, horsemen, animals (such as equines, birds,
a camelid, an antelope, a crocodile), different symbols and geometric figures, games, feet, as well as
boats.
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IV. RESTORATION, CONSERVATION AND SITE MANAGEMENT WORKS :
TEMPLE PROPERLY

SECTOR ZSC (SANCTUARY ZONE)
Team : Guy Lecuyot, Eric Desévre, Thibault Manson, Thibault Candoret.

The program undertaken in the ZSC zone focused on the materialization of the structures that
had disappeared in elevation of this part of the temple itself. For this work, it was possible to purchase
62 blocks of sandstone from the quarries of Gebel Silsileh that had to be transported to the work area
(Ramesseum).

Overall, the project plans to delimit the main areas of the western part of the temple, between
the hall of litanies and the western enclosure wall of the temple. This area was divided into three
parts: in the center the sanctuary itself surrounded by small chapels, to the north the solar complex
and to the south the osirian complex. Only a few remains were visible on the surface, the outline of
the old foundation trenches as well as rare remains in elevation, bases of pillars to the northwest and
some slabs of paving giving the level of the floors of this part of the building which is located 40
cm above that of the hall of litanies. It is not always easy to restore the communications between the
different chapels because we are well below the thresholds, at the level of the natural ground. Only
a comparative approach with other monuments can allow us to imagine the circulations between the
rooms.

The work therefore began with the installation of the missing west wall of the hall of litany,
the orientation, limits, size and axial opening of which had to be fixed, and its return on the north
side. The necessary stones were hauled from the southern entrance of the temenos then along the
paved road running alongside the temple to the south. In total no less than 27 blocks were needed
for its installation. Once the blocks had been roughed out with a grinder, the resurfacing of the walls
was completed by the Egyptian stonemasons. The work continued with the western limit of the third
small hypostyle, the northwest and southeast interior angles of which had been fixed beforehand. The
interior facing of the room was able to be put in place and repointed.

BCS SECTOR (SOUTH SIDE OF THE TEMPLE)

Team : Christian Leblanc, Eric Desévre and the restorers of SCA.

The materialization of the entire south side of the temple is now complete. Only the tiled
floors remained to be grouted. This work was able to be accomplished by the restorers of the site in
all the rooms where the paving had not yet been the subject of these finishes

V. RESTORATION, CONSERVATION AND SITE MANAGEMENT WORKS
IN THE TEMPLE’S OUTBUILDINGS

STA SECTOR (WEST) AND STI SECTOR (NORTH-WEST)
Team : Mahmoud Abdallah Nasreddin (and his team) ; Sylvie Ozenne, Lucie Antoine and the restorers of SCA.

Work carried out during the November-December 2024 Mission :
— Consolidation of the vaults of the STA.SA07 room, sections A and B : protection of the extrados
by applying a layer of coating.
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— Consolidation of the coatings of the STI.SA06 and STI.SA12 rooms : re-adhesion of the detached
areas, filling of the cavities and protection of the edges by installing flashings.

— Several walls, in mud-brick, of the temple cellars (north-west STI sector) were also consolidated
and restored, as were their access doors.

STI SECTOR (NORTH-WEST) AND STH SECTOR (CENTRE-NORTH)

Team : Sylvie Ozenne, Lucie Antoine, Nahla Mohamed Saleh with the participation of Cosima Martinez (stagiaire).

I. Tomb of Sehetepibré (STI).

End of emergency consolidations in the upper part, (injection of earth mortar, putting under pressure
while drying and protection of the edges by installing flashings in the upper part).

II. Reserves (STH)

The packaging is carried out in accordance with the protocols established in 2012. End of packaging
of the STF sector missions 2016, 2017 and 2018.
— Packaging of small equipment Box n°122, 133.
Basement of ceramics Continuation of packaging of the STI sector missions 2010, 2018, 2020,
2021 and 2022.
Packaging of small equipment missions 2010, 2018, 2020 Box n°134.
Packaging of small equipment missions 2019/2020 Box n°130.
Packaging of small equipment mission 2021 Box n°131.
Packaging of small equipment mission 2022 Box n°132, 135, 136, 137.
Basement of ceramics.

Due to a lack of polypropylene boxes and to reduce packaging costs, we have also made wooden
boxes for packaging the following material :

— Fragments of cardboard boxes and coffins from the 2020, 2021, 2022 missions. Classification
by typology (17 boxes provisionally numbered from C1 to C17 awaiting completion with the
2023-2024 material) stored in bay 23, shelves A, B, C, D).

— Ushabtis from the 2022 mission. Boxes no. 146, 147 stored in bay 21, shelf A. Although these
boxes do not meet the criteria required for the conservation of objects as much, they nevertheless
allow for better readability of the sets.

Following the final storage, the inventory of the material shelf by shelf, in a box or on a base, has
been updated.

Inspectors from the Antiquities Department visited the reserves on December 17 to select the objects
that will be transferred to Carter on December 25. It was agreed that the 2024 objects currently under
study will remain in the Ramesseum reserves for the time being.

III. Excavated objects.

This year, the team worked on the restoration of two excavation objects from the APO sector, as well
as on assemblages of a large number of fragments of coffins and cartonnages from the excavation of
Sehetepibré and room STI.SA06.
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VI. PHOTOGRAPHIC AND VISUAL WORKS OF A DOCUMENTARY NATURE

PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEYS
Team : Pascal Pelletier, Ahmed Abdel Hamid Ahmed, Daniel Lefebvre du Prey.

The various sectors were subject to daily photography in order to monitor the progress of the
excavation and restoration work. On all the excavation sectors, the most significant objects discovered
were photographed and recorded in the Mission’s computerized database.

PHOTOGRAMMETRIC AND ARCHITECTURAL SURVEYS

Team : Fernando Enriquez Martin, Ossama Bassiouni El-Damanhouri.

The systematic architectural survey was carried out for room STI-SA06 as well as for tombs
STI-SA06To01, STI-SA06To02 (plans and sections). A photogrammetric survey was carried out for
these two tombs, as well as sector STG and for tomb APO.CN21, as well as for the excavation
context.

FILMED SURVEYS

Team : Pascal Pelletier, Daniel Lefebvre du Prey.

As every year, several filmed sequences were made to preserve the documentary memory of
the excavation and restoration work on the entire site.
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A.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR APS. Cleaning the south-west corner of the External Enclosure.
(Photo © Ahmed Abdel Hamid Ahmed).
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B.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR APO. Entrance of the Tomb of Middle Kingdom (APO.CN21).
(Photo © Ahmed Abdel Hamid Ahmed).
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A.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR APO.CN21. Anthropological studies. Mummies and children’s coffins.
(Photo © Ahmed Abdel Hamid Ahmed).

B.- RAMERAMESSEUM. SECTEUR APO (CN21). Small perfume or ointment pot. Alabaster.
(Photo © Ahmed Abdel Hamid Ahmed).
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A .- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR APO (CN21). Small kohl pot. Breccia.
(Photo © Sylvie Ozenne).

B.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR STG (NORTHEAST). Excavation work in the sector STG.
(Photo © Sylvie Ozenne).
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A.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR STG (NORTHEAST). Reconstruction of pottery discovered in the Sector STG.
(Photo © Ahmed Abdel Hamid Ahmed).

y f :T"-l'-_ 3 = T +‘_fl" o - _ & 1-:1". : - ' A -
B.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR STG (NORTHEAST) - STG.SA14.To2. Canopic jars inscribed with the name of the
deceased, a woman : Djedmaatiuesankh. (Photo © Ahmed Abdel Hamid Ahmed).
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RAMESSEUM. SECTEUR STG (NORD-EST) - STG.SA14.To2.
Vases-canopes avec le nom d’une défunte : Djedmaatiuesankh. (Photos © Sameh Mohamed Zaki).
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A.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR STI (NORTHWEST). Cleaning of the room SA06.
(Photo © Christian Leblanc).
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B.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR STI. ROOM SA06. Excavation work. A mummie of a children (STI.SA06.To03).
Momie d’enfant (STI.SA06.To03). (Photo © Ahmed Abdel Hamid Ahmed).
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A.-RAMESSEUM. SECTOR STI. ROOM SAO06. Excavation work. Discovery of a coffin panel from the New Kingdom
(Photo © Ahmed Abdel Hamid Ahmed).
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B .- Plans and sections of tombs STI.SA06.To0O1 and STI.SA06.To02. (Survey by Fernando Enriquez Martin).
(Drawings © Fernando Enriquez Martin).
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A.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR STI. Ushebti of Panakhtiset discovered in room STI.SA06. (TPI).
(Photo © Sameh Mohamed Zaki).

B.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR STI. Ossements humains détruits par une pluie torrentielle dans le caveau ouest de la tombe
STI.SA06.To04. (Photo © Christian Leblanc).
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B.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR BCS. Restoration of the floor tiles in the rooms of the south side of the temple.
(Photo © Ahmed Abdel Hamid Ahmed).
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A.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR STI. Restoration of the walls of the cellars of the temple.
(Photo © Christian Leblanc).
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B.- RAMESSEUM. SECTOR STI.SA06. Consolidation of the ramesside wall coatings in room SA06.
(Photo © Ahmed Abdel Hamid Ahmed).
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MAFTO
EXEMPLES DE CONDITIONNEMENTS EN CAISSES REALISES DURANT LA MISSION 2024

Caisse bois C2 - 5T1 2020-2021-2022 Caisse bois C3 - 5T1 2020-2021-2022

RAMESSEUM. SECTOR STH. STORE-ROOM.
Restoration and conservation of the archaeological remains. (Photos © Sylvie Ozenne).



